
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Affordable Housing 

Purpose 

The Central Alberta Poverty Reduction Alliance (CAPRA) has prepared this backgrounder on 

affordable housing for discussion during the 2017 municipal campaign.   

Description 

The Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation definition of affordable housing is if shelter 

costs account for less than 30 per cent of before-tax household income. There is a continuum 

of housing from the marketplace to emergency shelters. The following graphic labels the many 

types of housing that might be available in communities in Canada.1   

 

 

Current Situation 

Affordable housing and homelessness is a challenge in Red Deer. 15% of the population is 

living on a low or limited income2 and the 2016 Point in Time homeless count identified 149 

individuals, an increase of 8.8% from 2014.3  Several studies have shown that it costs 

significantly less to house a person, than the costs of health, policing and shelters for that same 

person on the street.4 

The federal and provincial governments share in the financial costs and most of the legislative 

levers involved in housing, however their roles vary depending on the type of housing. For 

example, the federal government has a direct role in mortgage regulations and with regards to 

social housing there is funding provided by both the federal and provincial governments. Today 

the Government of Alberta has the most significant contribution financially and legislatively to 

subsidized, supportive, transitional housing and emergency shelters. In addition, the federal 

government is in the process of developing a National Housing Strategy. 

Although municipal governments do not have an explicit responsibility for housing,5 when there 

is pressure in the housing market, a lack of social housing, a concern about a housing project 

or homelessness it is the municipality that is called upon to address it. In Red Deer, the City has 

taken responsibility for administering the housing funds from the federal and provincial 

governments. The role of funder includes setting the System Framework for Housing and 

Supports, awarding contracts to service providers and monitoring progress. The City has also 

commissioned a shelter report to be released in 2018.    

 

http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/about-red-deer/social-well-being-and-community-initiatives/housing-and-homelessness/Red-Deers-System-Framework-for-Housing-and-Supports.pdf
http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/about-red-deer/social-well-being-and-community-initiatives/housing-and-homelessness/Red-Deers-System-Framework-for-Housing-and-Supports.pdf
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Resources 

City of Red Deer - Housing and Homelessness 

- Five Year Plan to End Homelessness 

Falvo, N. (2015). Responsibility for Housing. Retrieved July 27, 2017 from 

http://homelesshub.ca/blog/responsibility-housing 

Government of Alberta – Housing  

Government of Canada - Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

      - National Housing Strategy 

                                            
1 Canadian Mortgage and Housing Corporation (n.d.). About Affordable Housing in Canada. Retrieved on July 13, 

2017 from https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/inpr/afhoce/afhoce_021.cfm 
2 Central Alberta Poverty Reduction Alliance (n.d.). Circumstances of Poverty. Retreived July 27, 2017 from 

http://capovertyreduction.ca/know/circumstances-of-poverty/  
3 City of Red Deer (2016). 2016 Point In Time Homeless Count. Retrieved July 27, 2017 from 

http://www.reddeer.ca/media/reddeerca/about-red-deer/social-well-being-and-community-initiatives/housing-and-

homelessness/Point-in-Time-PIT-Count-Final-Report.pdf  
4 Canadian Alliance to End Homelessness (n.d.) The Cost of Homelessness. Retrieved July 27, 2017 from 

http://caeh.ca/about-homelessness/the-cost-of-homelessness/  
5 Federation of Canadian Municipalities (2016). Canada’s Housing Opportunity: Urgent solutions for a national 

housing strategy. Retrieved July 27, 2017 from 

https://fcm.ca/Documents/issues/Canada_Housing_Opportunity_EN.pdf  
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