
Brice Unland (August 10th response to the questions on his Facebook page) 

Thank you for the questions. Please see my responses below: 

 

1. Education is the best tool to protect our citizens from activities that may have a significantly 

negative impact on their quality of life. This education could take the form of basic classes, 

public service announcements, etc. 

 

Much like the use of tobacco or alcohol, the best way to protect someone from a possible (but 

not always) negative outcome is to provide education on the subject.  

 

2. I would first study and seek input from city personnel that could help me understand what we, 

as the City of Red Deer, would consider “dense” in terms of business placement. 

 

Likely the best tool to address the issue is the use of zoning and bylaws.  

 

3. Without a specific example of the barriers faced by some citizens, it is difficult to say how I 

would address them. Once the barriers were known, again, I would seek advice and knowledge 

of the issue from city departments that are involved. For example, if the barrier was billing, it 

would be prudent to speak with the utilities department about the issue before Council made a 

decision that was either unworkable or not cost effective for the department that needs to carry 

out the decisions. 

 

All that aside, if there are barriers that are preventing citizens from accessing utilities to meet 

their basic needs, it is our duty to remove or lessen those barriers. Period. 

 

4. The role of council is not one of developing or providing the financial literacy initiatives. This is 

not something that government (certainly at this level) is qualified for. With that said, there are 

third parties, organizations, etc, that are highly skilled in this area that would be a much better 

choice to develop or provide these very services. It is then the role of City Council to help 

facilitate these initiatives should the desire/need exist. The facilitating could be in the form of 

advertising for financial literacy classes, providing space to meet, possibly some funding, etc. It 

would ultimately depend on the initiative itself and to what extent the city would be served by its 

support. In this case, on the surface, it sounds like the city would be well served. 

 


