
Ken Johnston - Housing 
 
1). The City has several levers it can utilize. Neighbourhood design, use of municipal reserves, 
and zoning are some. The broader principles in our Social Policy Framework allow us another 
lens or tool to ensure equity and advocacy. The City can also play the role of capacity builder 
and convenor for agencies and NGO's in the housing sector.  
 
Question 2. I think your question relates to the NIMBY principle. Good neighbourhood design 
will prevent this and often I find public education produces calm and cohesion in 
neighbourhoods. I know of several housing and Agency projects that are fully part of 
neighbourhoods. They have become so part of the community that most people are not even 
aware they exist. I have also advocated that projects such as seniors and extended care that 
provide exceptional opportunity for neighbourhood outreach and assimilation. 
 
3). Emergency shelters have come about due to the gap created by Provincial Housing Policy. I 
was one of the founders of Berachah Place in 2003. Shelters are needed but need to be 
connected to housing, mental health and recovery support. There are agencies doing great 
work in this field but unless we get a treatment Center (which I have advocated for years), we 
will not get a sustainable solution. I look forward to the Shelter Supports study being presented 
in the next few months if elected to Council.  
 
4). That's a broad question especially since it was our goal to eliminate homelessness. We will 
have a major role in strategy, consultation, collaboration and advocacy with the community, 
agencies, orders of government and health sectors. Our Social Policy Framework will serve as a 
principal guide in our decision making. As the CBO for both the Provincial and Federal funding 
streams we will have a procurement role and a Governance role through CHAB and Council.  
 
 


