
Lawrence Lee – Housing 
 

1. What role should the City have in ensuring there is adequate affordable housing for all 

citizens? 

o Continue to advocate the provincial and federal govt focusing on social housing 

retrofits.  A national housing strategy could best support not only needed repairs 

to social housing, but also retrofits to reduce energy use and contribute to climate 

change goals. 

2. What would you do to address discrimination against housing developments for 

vulnerable populations that have met the zoning requirements? 

o This again goes to the thoughtful consideration of our Municipal Development 

Plan.  As our city continues to grow we have to be strategic in the zoning of all 

sectors that impact our land use bylaws.  If planned properly very little opposition 

occurs as the area/neighbourhood area structure plan would have allowed for 

overall public consultation. 

3. What is your position on the use of emergency shelters in our community?  

o We have to be able to provide these and have even when the provincial govt did 

not fund operations we as a city made a moral decision to ensure the availability 

for those vulnerable residents.  

4. The current 5-year plan to end homelessness is due to be reviewed and revised in 2018. 

What role should the municipal council take in the next iteration of this plan?   

o As an involved stakeholder only.  Homelessness impacts Red Deer in so many 

ways but still has to respect the authority that the provincial and federal 

governments have to deal with homelessness.  Clarity of role is often the reason 

why addressing homelessness is not as effective as it should be.  As a city we 

should be at the table advising other orders of government on how best to 

address homelessness.  Education, community resiliency, working with at risk 

populations that culturally experience high rates of homelessness, economy, 

addictions, mental health, … all have to be considered.  

 


